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Govi renews promise of
fobacco-free Maharashira

State joins hands with NGO Salaam Mumbai Foundation by organising an
event at Mantralaya to create awareness about tobacco control

Chief Minister Di Fadnavis, Health M

yesterday, at the Mantralaya.
By A Staff Reporter

board that read 'Tambaku
Mukt Mantralayat aaple swa-
sat ahe’ (Welcome to to-

bacco-free Mantralaya) greeted
visitors at the entrance of
Mantralaya on yesterday. As the na-
tion readied to observe World No
Tobacco Day, the board at Maha-
rashtra’s premier seat of power
symbolised how the state was pro-
gressing in its tobacco control ef-
forts.

In accordance with "World No To-
bacco Day’, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment joined hands with NGO
Salaam Mumbai Foundation to or-
ganise a three-day event at
Mantralaya that encompassed dif-
ferent activities — each one taking
another step forward in making the
state tobacco-free.

The event that began on May 29
with a public exhibition, exhibited
photographs from projects led by
the NGO in conjunction with the
state government. Posters spoke of
the ills of tobacco and interactive
games and activities formed a part
of the display.

The highlight of the programme
was when Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and State Health Minister
Dr Deepak Sawant took an oath
along with the Mantralaya staff to
make the state administration
headquarters and the state to-
bacco-free.

The event began on May 29 with
a public exhibition and interactive
games and activities, which was at-
tended by several government offi-
cials, including Mahesh Zagade,
Principal Secretary, CMO, Maha-
rashtra who inaugurated the func-
tion.

Rajkumar Badole, Minister of So-

cial Justice who opened the to-
bacco-free school model and exhi-
bition. Dr. Ranjit Patil, State Home
Minister was also present. He inter-
acted with the children and was en-
lightened about their perspective.
The government's latest move
has been through the Maharashtra
State Bureau of Textbook Produc-
tion and Curriculum Research,
popularly known as Balbharti, by
including a chapter on tobacco
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control in the Class 5,7,9 and 10
SSC Science text books for the aca-
demic year. These books were also
kept on display during the World
No Tobacco Day event.

Strict action has also been taken
against the violators of the Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco Products
Act (COTPA). The event saw a major
move in the direction when a toll-
free helpline was launched to re-
port any kind of violations of the
Act.

Dr. Pallavi Darade, FDA Com-
missioner, launched the toll-free
number on May 30 in Mantralaya.
The general public can call the
number 1800222365 to report any
kind of COTPA violations that
come to their notice. Maharashtra
has also become the first state to
implement the Centre’s directive to
ban the sale of tobacco and FMCG
goods under one roof. It has also
banned the sale of gutkha and cig-
arettes within 100 yards of educa-
tional institutions.

While the Global Adult Tobacco
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Dr Deepak Sawant and others taking a pledge to make Maharashtra “tobacco free”,
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Survey Maharashtra released in De-
cember last year showed that there
is a decline in tobacco use in the
last seven years, i age in the 15-
17 age group has increased from 2.9
per cent in 2010 to 5.5 per cent in
2017.

The mean age of initiation into
tobacco use in Maharashtra has
also decreased from 18.5 years to
17.4 years, indicating youth are
starting tobacco use earlier. In the
wake of such alarming statistics,
the government's initiative to work
alongside NGOs and private organ-
isations.

Speaking at the event, Tshering
Bhutia, General Manager, Salaam
Bombay Foundation lauded the
Maharashtra government's efforts
for the cause.,
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CM administers oath for
tobacco-free Maharashtra

Press Trust of India | Mumba
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis today
administered an oath against tobacco consumption to
government officials and staff at Mantralaya
(secretariat) to mark the "World Mo Tobacco Day'

Besides officials, students also took the oath.

Rewvenue minister Chandrakant Patil and health
minister Deepak Sawant were also present.

An exhibition highlighting hazards of tobacco
consumption was also organized on the occasion, a
government release stated.

‘Al those present took oath to make their houses,
premises, areas, offices, Mantralaya and entire
Maharazhtra tobacco-free,” it said.
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Music, sports: Civic
students can do it all

MUMBAL: With some dressed as
mobile phones, some wearing
cricketinggear, and others don-
‘ning theatre masks and carry-
ing dhols, 80 civic school stu-
dentsillustrated the skillsthat
they have mastered.
Representing NGO Salaam

Bombay Foundation, they were
promotingchildren’sempower-
ment.

“Weare tryingto convey the
message that a child in school
has a future,” said participant

Pankaj Patel.
YESHA KOTAK
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MH-TOBACCO-OATH

C M administers oath for tobacco-free Maharashtra

Mumbai, May 31 (PTI) Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis today administered an oath against
tobacco consumption to government officials and staff at
Mantralaya (secretariat) to mark the "World No Tobacco

Day".
Besides officials, students also took the oath.

Revenue minister Chandrakant Patil and health minister

Deepak Sawant were also present.

An exhibition highlighting hazards of tobacco consumption
was also organised an the occasion, a government release

stated.

"All those present took oath to make their houses,
premises, areas, offices, Mantralaya and entire
Maharashtra tobacco-free,” it said. PTI MM NSK KRK KRK
KRK
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Play starring municipal school
students to be staged in city

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE,AUGUST17

A GROUP of youngsters from
the Mumbai's municipal
schools are practicing to per-
forma path-breaking play that
in a way also symbolises free-
dom of sorts — the freedom of
self-expression.

The 20 youngsters who are
alumni of NGO Salaam Bombay
Foundation’s Academy of Arts
will be performing shows forits
new production Eka Dhotrachi
Goshta at different venues in
Mumbai and Pune.

The play will be performed
under the banner of the Salaam
Bombay  Repertory at
Sudarshan Hall in Pune on
September 2,7 pm onwards.

Formed in the year 2016
with an aim to provide ad-
vanced professional training to
select alumni of the Arts
Academy, the Salaam Bombay
Repertory provides support to
talented youngsters to pursue
their careers in multiple areas
of arts.

The play has been written
by Arun Mirjkar and directed

“‘.

The experimental play will be performed at venues in
Pune and Mumbai.

by National School of Drama
alumnus Milind Inamdar and
pitches the story of a group of
artists who claimthe artistic li-
cense to dress Lord Krishnaina
green dhoti against religious fa-
natics forwhomsymbolism su-
persedes religious teachings of
non-violence and acceptance.

Itis theartists' fight for freedom
of expression without which
they believe art cannot exist.

For now, Eka Dhotrachi
Goshtawill be staged asanex-
perimental play, but plans are
in the offing to stage it com-
mercially as well based on the
response.
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CM administers oath of tobacco-free Maha
f W I P fin|

Mutnbad, May 21 Maharashtra Chief MMinister Devendra Fadnavis today admunistered an oath
against consumption of tobacco to state government officers and emplovees at secretariat here to
cotnmemotate "Wetld Mo Tobacco Day"

Besides the officers and employees, students also took the oath.
State Eevetue minister Chandralkant Patil, Health minister Deepal Sawant were present

An exhibition related to the bad effects of tobacco conswmption was also organised on the
occasion, a government release stated.

"All those present on the occaston took cath for makng houses, premuses, areas, offices,
Mantralaya and entire Maharashtra tobacco free," it said.

Sentor bureaucrats of Health department were also present on the occasion,
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Fadnavis administers oath for a tobacco-
free Maharashtra
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Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Thursday administered an oath against
tobacco consumption to government officials and staff at the Mantralaya to mark
the World No Tobacco Day. The focus of the day this year was ‘Tobacco and heart
disease’ The campaign was aimed to increase awareness of the link between
tobaccoand heart and other cardiovascular diseases, including stroke, which
combined are the world’s leading causes of death.

Besides officials, students also took the oath. Revenue Minister Chandrakant Patil
and Health Minister Deepak Sawant were also present. An exhibition highlighting
the hazards of tobacco consumption was also organised. A government release
said, “All took the oath to make entire Maharashtra tobacco-free””
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Read how India’s apprenticeship
programme must integrate on-the-job
learning with education

Posted on Monday, July 16, 2018

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme is a futuristic programme but
has to overcome shortcomings like fulltime work schedules that leave little
time for students to pursue education, writes Gaurav Arora

India has the cnus of skilling about 104.62 million fresh entrants in the
workforce in the next four years, by 2022. Early this year, the World
Economic Forum's (WEF) Global Manufacturing Index had put India on
the 30th paosition, listing human capital and sustainable resources as
the two key challenges for the country. The WEF ncted that India
requires an upgrade in its education curricula and owverhaul its
vocational training to meet this demand.

Although the skill India Mission is working towards this end, the dearth
of quality trainers, shortcomings in training programmes and high dropout rates remain obstacles.
Maorecver, the skilling programme alsc needs a robust culture of apprenticeship aka ‘learning while
earning’.

The National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) was launched in August 2016 by the Ministry
of skill Development and Entrepreneurship to promote apprenticeship training. Apprentices covered
under NAPS include: trainees passed out from ITI courses, trainees under dual-learning mode of
training from ITIs, trainees who have completed Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY)/MES
courses and candidates who possess minimum educational qualification required for trade and also
who have not undergone any formal training in an ITI/PMKVY/MES.

MAPS is, no doubt, a forward thinking pregramme ushering in a win-win situation for both the industry
and the under employed youth in the country. Training apprentices on the job is a crucial element in
solving the problem that companies face when they hire from technical institutes and have to re-train
them in specialist skills. Ancther positive aspect of the programme is the element of upward mobility
that it lends to candidates. At the end of the apprenticeship training, the apprentices appear for an All
India TradeTest conducted by the Naticnal Council for Vocational Training in designated trades or
optional trades under NAPS. Successful apprentices are awarded National Apprenticeship Certificate,
which is considered a gualification for employment. This certificate also makes apprentices eligible to
apply for further educaticn in a relevant branch.
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Despite all its strong aspects, the programme has a few shortcomings. For starters, apprenticeships
under NAPS are fulltime work schedules that require youth to work through the day leaving little time
te pursue education alongside if they wish to. This disparity of the apprenticeship to connect to the
education system is a cause for concern. It means that apprentices may not necessarily have access
te further degrees they may want in arder to advance their careers — at least during the tenure of the

apprenticeship.

Another issue is that many industries have cyclic and seascnal demands and the need for apprentices
is high when order books are filled. Demand is low during an economic downturn when overall
production of goods and services is low. The result: companies are unwilling to support year-long
apprentices. One reascn could be that under the scheme, only 25% of the prescribed stipend payable
te an apprentice is reimbursed by the government, which means the rest has to be paid by the
company itself. This creates a financial burden for the companies which they are not willing to bear

given the low value-add of the apprentices in lean periods.

Unfortunately, just as the government’s skill programme fails to understand how integral it is to
incorporate such a huge initiative within the education system, the apprenticeship programme is also
plagued with the same issue. Besides, apprenticeships have a perception and dignity problem. They
are largely seen as a fall-back option for adolescents who dropout from education or who don't do well
academically, or who are capable but not particularly in academics, or only those who want to pursue

technical careers.

Yes, the adclescents who are school drop-outs are undoubtedly the biggest beneficiaries of NAPS as it
significantly improves their employability as well as their ability to become self-employed. However,
apprenticeships can also provide great learning and understanding of the shop floor to even those
who excel academically. Such adolescents will be much more job ready and will have a progressive

career path once they attain the age of 18 years.

A system that integrates apprenticeship and educaticn can go a longer way in ensuring that such
youth are better prepared and equipped in advance to handle a challenging employment market. After
all, the scope of an apprenticeship programme cannct be limited to simply providing training; it
should rather be about making the youth of the country job-ready.

In many countries, apprenticeship programmes have been hugely successful and are worth emulating.
One such instance is the apprenticeship programme in Germany. Germany has the lowest youth
unemployment rate in Eurcpe and among the lowest in OECD countries. A significant facter is its
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). In this system, students - after high school -
apply to a private company for a contract and upon acceptance receive in-class training in their field
of choice at a government-funded vocational schocl. Most students spend 3-4 days a week at work
and one to two days in school. At the end of the term, students are given a certificate that ensures
that they can transfer between similar businesses. This kind of a system works because the
government, private businesses and intermediaries, including chambers of commerce, industry and
unicns, are all aligned in their objectives and each is driven by its own set of incentives.

(The author is general manager, skills, Salaam Bombay Foundation)
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- Study backs skill
- development for
. youngsters

i Mumbai: A study by a non-pro-
¢ fit ahead of World Youth Skills
i DayonJulyl5hasrevealed that
i 92% of thestudents whoget tra-
{ ined in skill development are
i either pursuing higher educa-
i tion or have become earmng
i membersfor thefamily, '
; Salaam Bombay Founda-.
i tionconducted thestudyandre-
i leased a report focusing on the
i importance of integrating vo-
| cational skill training with for- |
' maleducation.
§ The study showed that aro-
. und 92% of their alumni
! pursuing education while ear- -
ningand supporting their fami-
| liesand around 93% are keen to
pursue higher studies. Over
50% of the NGO'’s part-timeear-
ning alumni are earning more
than Rs 5,000 and 50% wish to
| eontinue in their existing pro-
fession.—Upali Saha
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This Mumbai-based organisation is
promoting life skills and preventing
tobacco use among low-income youth

Saniya Raza posted Just Now 1

share

On the eve of World Cancer Day, teachers and students from
over one lakh schools across Maharashtra pledged for a
tobacco-free life, thanks to Salaam Mumbai Foundation.

Tobacco claims nearly one million lives in India every year. This
figure becomes even more distressing when every 16
seconds; a child tries tobacco for the first time. That's 5500
Indian children under the age of 10 every day.




Most vulnerable to this relentless marketing by the tobacco
industry are children who live in Mumbai's slums. Here,
tobacco use is pervasive and the meagre home incomes make
it hardly a suitable environment for children who are ill-
equipped to deal with such stressors. Many start
experimenting with tobacco and drop out of school to support
their families’ income. By the time they reach adulthood, nearly
half of the boys and one in five girls turn into tobacco-users.

To add to this existing menace, go percent of India's children
are unfit for skilled jobs by the time they leave school About
35 percent of children growing up in the slums do not receive
education of any sort and close to 35.000 children in Mumbai
between the ages of 5 and 14 are engaged in child labour.

This realisation that tobacco use is a symptom of a larger,
complex problem was what led Salaam Bombay Foundation
to launch initiatives not limited to just helping children lead
tobacco-free lives, but also shaping them into empowered,
socially responsible individuals.

Born out of an overwhelming
experience




Padmini Somani was spurred on by a traumatic personal
experience that caused her to take a stand against the menace
of tobacco.Upon marshalling facts, she was alarmed to know
that children were turning into addicts even before the age of
18. “Without an iota of doubt, | knew my focus had to be the
youth of the country,” the 42-year-old says.

Padmini established Salaam Bombay in 2002 to work with
children growing up in Mumbai's slums, between the age
group of 12 and 17 Her motto was to enable children to stay in
school and take better decisions for their health. education
and livelihood.

Salaam Bombay began work right away but the journey was
never easy. Attracting and retaining skilled personnel was one
of the team's biggest challenges. followed by getting the
general public and potential donors to understand the severity
of the problem. "Most people related to hunger, poverty,
natural calamities and physical disabilities as social causes.
Tobacco use among children was very low on their priority list,”
says Padmini.

To break this myth, Salaam Bombay fought to show the
problem to be as epidemic as it is, bringing to light the fact
that India is the oral cancer capital of the world with 86
percent of cases being tobacco related. This helped them
break ground and the organisation was given a corpus to
begin its work initially. Today. most of its funding comes from
corporates and grant organisations.

Battling challenges

Salaam Bombay began work right away but the journey was
never easy. Attracting and retaining skilled personnel was one
of the team’s biggest challenges, followed by getting the
general public and potential donors to understand the severity
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problem to be as epidemic as it is, bringing to light the fact
that India is the oral cancer capital of the world with 86
percent of cases being tobacco related. This helped them
break ground and the organisation was given a corpus to
begin its work initially. Today, most of its funding comes from
corporates and grant organisations.




The Salaam Bombay solution

To achieve its vision, Salaam Bombay Foundation engages ‘at
risk’ children through in-school leadership programmes and
after-school sports, arts, media and vocational training
academies. These programmes aim at building self-esteem
and the confidence to stay in school.

Kicking off, the foundation first began its in-school tobacco
control and awareness initiative, Super Army, that works on
different levels. "It educates children on the ill effects of
tobacco, and equips them with the life skills they need to lead
change. This, in turn, gives them the confidence to explore
their full potential,” says Aditi Parikh, VP - Communications,
Salaam Bombay Foundation.

Super Army also help communities by engaging local leaders
to support schools, worksites, and neighborhoods in their
endeavour to become tobacco-free. At the society level, the
team works with policymakers to implement tobacco control
laws and advocate effective tobacco control policies.

To tackle its larger issue of keeping children in school, Salaam
Bombay carries out projects to equip children with skills that
helps their horizon grow. Speaking of Project Resume, which is
aimed at teaching marketable skills to children, Aditi says, "This
programme helps teenage children make informed decisions,
equips them with necessary life skills, and teaches them
vocational skills for sustainable careers.”




Beyond academics

The foundation does more than help children with their
apprenticeship. Besides equipping them with 21st century
employment skills like computer awareness and building their
confidence by increasing their fluency in English, they also
broaden their horizons through the creative and performing
arts academies, show them how to make themselves heard
through media courses, and teach skills like leadership, goal-
setting. teamwork and stress management through sports.

Furthermore, the ‘Skills@School’ programme enables at-risk
children to take up part-time jobs without dropping out. It
equips children with necessary skills to apprentice with
professionals, helping them save up for higher education, and
preparing them for sustainable careers after graduation.
‘Skills@School effectively breaks the cycle of poverty. The
programme includes courses in jewellery design, electronic
repair, retail management, and hair styling amongst others.
Over the years, the programme has successfully motivated
children to stay in school. This has enabled them to secure
sustainable jobs and lead better, healthier lives,” says Aditi.




Rural Intervention

Encouraged by its success in urban Mumbai, the Salaam
Bombay Foundation started a rural outreach programme
called Salaam Mumbai Foundation in 2007 focused on
Training the Trainer.” Through this programme the team
reaches out to the ‘'influencers’ at the rural level, be it school
teachers, anganwadi workers, public health workers, local
NGOs, or the village sarpanch. It has also enabled thousands
of village teachers take up anti-tobacco causes through the
state-level training programmes. "The first level of interaction
is with the master trainers, who are government appointees.
They, in turn, train school teachers on the tobacco issue and
the curriculum to be taught in school,” says Aditi,

This programme reaches its peak every year on the eve of
World Cancer Day, February 3. This year it brought together
teachers and students from over one lakh schools across
Maharashtra to pledge for a tobacco-free life. The activity, an
extension of the NGO's tobacco-free school campaign: had all
the participating schools conducting an awareness drive along
with anti-tobacco messaging. It encouraged over seven lakh
teachers and over two crore children to lead a healthier life.

Enabling the youth for a better
tomorrow

Since its inception in 2007, the rural outreach programme has
covered 30 districts of Maharashtra, and has impacted over
one crore children across more than 48,000 schools. It has
also reached states like Rajasthan, Gujarat, Karnataka and
Madhya Pradesh. The Super Army and skills programme,
which have impacted over five lakh children since its inception
has also recently expanded to West Bengal




The Salaam Bombay Foundation credits its success to a team
of 118 field facilitators who are given prior training, undergo
mock sessions and then deliver the model at school. “Our
team of employees have established Balpanchayats for
students to voice their concerns: they have advocated against
tobacco at popular festivals, curbed surrogate tobacco ads
and have brought tobacco warnings to cinema. We plan to go
pan-India in the long run.”

This impact has been evident, as over the years scores of
children have received full-fledged scholarships to colleges
based on the technical skills they have developed and honed
at the Salaam Bombay Foundation. Moreover, the organisation
has been responsible for systemic changes that have led to
better implementation of existing tobacco control laws. It's
programme was also crowned an effective model of school-
based tobacco use prevention that low-income schools in
India and other low- and middle-income countries can
replicate by the Harvard School of Public Health.




